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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5, 13-14, 21, 27-30, and 35-38 are rejected xrnder 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Chapman et al. (U.S. Pat. 6,150,940). 

Regarding claim 1: Chapman et al. disclose anti-thefl electrical power cord comprising 
a power cord that provides electrical energy to the electrical device; a measurement circuit 
embedded within the power cord that measures a parameter of the electrical energy supplied to 
the electrical device, and provides an output signal indicative of the parameter of the electrical 
energy (col. 4, lines 27-45, and col. 6, lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 2: Chapman et al. disclose wherein the power cord comprises a male 
plug end and a female receptacle end, and wherein the measurement circuit is embedded within 
either the male plug end or the female receptacle end (col. 4, lines 27-36). 

Regarding claim 3: Chapman et al. disclose wherein the power cord has a male plug end 
and a female receptacle end and wherein the measurement circuit is situated between the male 
plug end and the female receptacle end (fig. 1, col. 4, lines 27-36). 

Regarding claim 4: Chapman et al. disclose wherein the measurement circuit measiures 
at least one of current and voltage (col. 4, Hnes 42-45). 
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Regarding claim 5: Chapman et al. disclose an electrical connector for connecting the 
output of the measurement circuit to an extemal circuit (col. 4, lines 15-17). 

Regarding claim 13: All the claimed subject matter is already discussed in respect to 
claims 1 and 4 above. 

Regarding claim 14: Refer to claim 4 above. 

Regarding claim 21: All the claimed subject matter is already discussed in respect to 
claim 1 above. Chapman et al. inherently teach the use of ADC (analog to digital converter) that 
converts the representation to a value associated with the electrical parameter (col. 6, lines 37- 
41). 

Regarding claim 27: All the claimed subject matter is already discussed in respect to 
claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 28: Refer to claim 2 above. 
Regarding claim 29: Refer to claim 3 above. 
Regarding claim 30: Refer to claim 4 above. 

Regarding claim 35: All the claimed subject matter is already discussed in respect to 
claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 36: Refer to claim 2 above. 
Regarding claim 37: Refer to claim 3 above. 
Regarding claim 38: Refer to claim 4 above. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6-12, 15-20, 22-26, 31-34, and 39-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chapman et al. in view of Fischer et al. (US 6,963,285). 

Regarding claim 6: Chapman et al. disclose generating the output signal from the 
measurement circuit (col. 3, lines 19-29) except storing the output. However, Fischer et al. 
disclose outage notification device and method comprising the communication device 64 may be 
able to log the exact time the outage occurred (col. 13, lines 34-38). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ the 
technique of Fischer et al. in the system of Chapman et al. in order to store and transmit a 
response to the query from the computer which is convenient. 

Regarding claim 7: Fischer et al. disclose wherein the intelligence module comprises an 
interface that permits a computer to query the intelligence module for the stored output (col. 5, 
lines 28-32). 

Regarding claim 8: Fischer et al. disclose a wired or wireless network interface (col. 3, 
lines 44-49). 

Regarding claim 9: Chapman et al. inherently disclose wherein the interface wherein the 
intelligence module compares the output with a threshold and generates an alarm signal if 
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the output crosses the threshold (col. 4, lines 42-45). 
Regarding claim 10: Refer to claim 9 above. 

Regarding claim 11: Fischer et al. disclose an interface that permits a computer to query 
the intelligence module for the stored output (col. 5, lines 28-32). 

Regarding claim 12: Fischer et al. disclose wherein the interface comprising a wired or 
wireless network interface (col. 8, lines 46-49). 

Regarding claim 15: Refer to claim 6 above. 

Regarding claim 16: Refer to claim 7 above. 

Regarding claims 17-18: Refer to claim 9 above. 

Regarding claim 19: Refer to claim 1 1 above. 

Regarding claim 20: Refer to claim 12 above. 

Regarding claim 22: Refer to claim 7 above. 

Regarding claim 23: Refer to claim 8 above. 

Regarding claim 24: Refer to claim 9 above. 

Regarding claims 25-26: Fischer et al. disclose a pluraHty of measurement circuits 
embedded within a plurality of electrical cords and a multiplexer (fig. 1, col. 5, lines 7-17). 

Regarding claim 31: All the claimed subject matter is ah^eady discussed in respect to 
claims 1 and 6 above. 

Regarding claim 32: Refer to claim 7 above. 

Regarding claim 33: Refer to claun 24 above. 

Regarding claim 34: Refer to claims 25-26 above. 

Regarding claim 39: Refer to claim 6 above. 
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Regarding claim 40: Refer to claim 7 above. 
Regarding claim 41: Refer to claim 33 above. 
Regarding claim 42: Refer to claim 33 above. 

Regarding claim 43: All the claimed subject matter is already discussed in respect to 
claims 1 and 6 above. 

Regarding claim 44: Refer to claim 7 above. 
Regarding claim 45: Refer to claim 33 above. 
Regarding claim 46: Refer to claim 34 above. 

Regarding claim 47: All the claimed subject matter is akeady discussed in respect to 
claims 1, 6, and 7 above. 

Regarding claim 48: Refer to claim 8 above. 
Regarding claim 49: Refer to claim 33 above. 

Regarding claim 50: Chapman et al. disclose sending the alarm to the computer (fig. 1, 
col. 6, lines 36-40). 

Regarding claim 51: Chapman et al. disclose receiving the input signal from 
electrical cord (fig. 1, col. 4, lines 58-61). 

Regarding claim 52: Fischer et al. disclose receiving input signals from a plurality of 
measurement circuits embedded within a plurality of electrical cords as shown in figure 1. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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a. Couch et al. [U.S. 2005/0083206] disclose remote electrical power monitoring systems 
and methods. 

b. Kutzer [U.S. Pat. 5,638,051] discloses method and apparatus for monitoring an 

electrical drive. 

c. Peak [U.S. Pat. 4,816,746] discloses circuit tester for determining presence or absence 
of electrical power. 

Any inquiry concerning this commimication or earlier conununications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phung Nguyen whose telephone nimiber is 571-272-2968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:00am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu, can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax number for this Group is 
571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 



Phimg Nguyen 




Date: August 1, 2006 



